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            Portway Hill, part of the Rowley Hills

        

        

    
    
        The reserve boasts scarce plants, like the exotic Bee Orchid and the unusual hare's foot clover.

The reserve also boasts many important butterfly species, including one of the few colonies of Marbled White Butterflies in Birmingham and the Black Country. Portway Hill, which is part of the Rowley Hills, is one of our newest nature reserves. Just a few acres of grassland high on the Hills looking out over Sandwell, Birmingham and parts of Dudley

    




  

    
    

    
                    News
            


    
            
            Save Our Local Wildlife Sites

        

        

    
    
        Birmingham and Black Country's 586 Local Wildlife Sites covering 4778ha are at risk of future development. #ActSwiftly to save our local wildlife.



    




  

    
    

    
                    Nature Reserve
            


    
            
            Portway Hill, part of the Rowley Hills

        

        

    
    
        Colonies of rare butterflies and nesting birds make this site great for wildlife enthusiasts - but it is also internationally famous for the unusual onion skin weathering on basalt which was used…


    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Wild cherry

        

        

    
    
        The mass of white, frothy blossom on a wild cherry is a sight to behold. Planted as an ornamental tree, it also grows wild in woods and hedges. Its red fruits are the edible cherries we know and…
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            Wild angelica

        

        

    
    
        The red-tinged, flower clusters of Wild angelica smell just like the garden variety, which is used in making cake decorations. Wild angelica likes damp places, such as wet meadows and wet…
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            Wild strawberry

        

        

    
    
        The Wild strawberry produces miniature, edible versions of the juicy red fruits we so enjoy. Gathering wild food can be fun, but it's best to do it with an expert - come along to a Wildlife…
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            Wild carrot

        

        

    
    
        Wild carrot does, indeed, smell of carrots, but the roots are not like our cultivated, dinnertime favourite. Look for this umbellifer on chalk grasslands and coasts.
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            Wild thyme

        

        

    
    
        The delightful fragrance of wild thyme can punctuate a summer walk over a chalk grassland. It forms low-growing mats with dense clusters of purple-pink flowers.
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            Wild privet

        

        

    
    
        Wild privet is a shrub of hedgerows, woodlands and scrub, but is also a popular garden-hedge plant. It has white flowers in summer and matt-black berries in winter that are very poisonous.



    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Wild marjoram

        

        

    
    
        Wild marjoram is actually the same aromatic herb as oregano which is used in Mediterranean cooking. Its small, pink flower clusters can be seen on chalk and limestone grasslands in summer.
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            Wild daffodil

        

        

    
    
        The bright yellow daffodils that adorn our roadsides and parks are likely to be garden varieties. Head to a woodland or damp meadow in North or South West England, or Wales, to see a true wild…
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            Wild liquorice

        

        

    
    
        A sprawling plant, wild liquorice often has large, kinked stems. It favours woodland, scrub and grassland habitats on chalky soils - look for pea-like flowers and pods. This liquorice is not…


    




  


  
    Pagination

    	
                                          
            
              Current page
            1
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            2
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            3
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            4
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            5
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            6
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            7
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            8
        
	
                                          
            
              Page
            9
        
	…
	
          
            Next page
            ››
          
        
	
          
            Last page
            Last »
          
        


  





          


    
  

  
    

  [image: Footer decal]

    

    
              
            
    
  
  
        
      


  
    Contact us
  
          Birmingham & Black Country Wildlife Trust

Centre of the Earth

42 Norman Street

Birmingham

B18 7EP

www.bbcwildlife.org.uk

info@bbcwildlife.org.uk

0121 523 0094
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